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‘sig Woods community
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This two story frame house was the home of a black landowning
family which was descended from free blacks who had owned property in
the county during the ante-bellum era. Their descendants contime to
live in the communities they helped to found.
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According to Idella Craven, the granddaughter of Henry Hackett,
this house burned around 1925. As she remembers it, it was a two story
frame house somewhat larger than the other homes of black families in
Big Woods. The houses of Henry Onley and John Onley are examples of
the type that still remain. According to lMs. Craven, the principal
block had two rooms down and two rooms up with the kitchen attached
to one gable end. The interior was warmed by wood stoves. Behind the
house were the typical outbulildings: meat house, hen house, and privy.
There was also a large vegetable garden. She remembers especially the
front of the house as having been "lovely." Her grandmother had planted
numerous flowers and shrubs such as peonies and lilacs. There were also
fruit trees around the house and a large walnut tree, the nuts of which
were gathered and used for baking.

Among the "special things" that lis. Craven remembers was the pie
safe in the kitchen with tin panels and the large kitchen stove whose

brand name was "Home Comfort." Her grandparents also had large wooden
tubs with handles.

The site is now overgrown in woods and nothing remains to be seen.
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This house stood on the property purchased by Henry Hackett in
1873 from the trustees of the Hempstone estate, as recorded in deed
CEP 15/179. This nroperty was therefore purchased in the same vear
as the tracts bought by Hackett's neighbors, Henry T. Onlevy and Lewis
Brown., The Hackett property was located near the property owned by
the Epencer family, an antebellum Black landowning family.

This family is important in the history of black communities in
upper western Montgomery County. The Hackett family was related to tpe
Duffins through marriage. See the Duffin family Bible in the possession
of ®dna Duffin Johnson, White Grounds community, M-18-11-3,

Henry Yacket® married Sarah Catherine Spencer, born in 1852,
the daughter of Phillip and Ellen Spencer, who were free blacks. The
Svencer family founded the Big Woods community in the early 1800's.
See the Snencer family tree included with this report for more details.
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